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Sam Zell is chairman of Equity Group Investments LLC, 

the private, Chicago based investment firm he founded 

more than 40 years ago. Mr. Zell also serves as chairman 

of Tribune Company, a media conglomerate, and Equity 

International, a privately held, leading investor in real 

estate related businesses outside of the United States, 

which originated the public offerings for three 

international companies: Gafisa, BR Malls, and Homex. 

He currently chairs five public companies listed on the 

New York Stock Exchange: Equity Residential Properties 

Trust (NYSE: EQR), Equity Lifestyle Properties (NYSE: 

ELS), Capital Trust (NYSE: CT), Covanta Holding Corp. 

(NYSE: CVA), and Anixter (NYSE: AXE). 

Mr. Zell is recognized for forming three of the largest  

real estate investment trusts (REITS) in the real estate 

industry, including Equity Residential; Equity Lifestyle 

Properties; and Equity Office, which was sold to  

The Blackstone Group in 2007 in the largest leveraged 

buyout in history. 

Mr. Zell serves on the JPMorgan National Advisory 

Board; the President's Advisory Board at the University 

of Michigan; and with the combined efforts of the 

University of Michigan Business School, he established 

the Zell/Lurie Entrepreneurial Center. He endowed the 

University of Pennsylvania's Samuel Zell/Robert Lurie 

Real Estate Center at Wharton. He also endowed the 

Northwestern University Center for Risk Management. 

Mr. Zell received a B.A. and a J.D. from the University  

of Michigan. 
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Chairman 
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